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SUBJECT: OECD ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE: MEETING OF CHEMICAL 
SECTOR GROUP, MAY 29-30, 1975. SUMMARY REPORT. 

REF: NR/ENV/75.16 - DRAFT AGENDA 

1. SUMMARY. MAJOR ITEMS: (A) INTERNATIONAL SURVEY OF 
METHODS FOR ASSESSING POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF CHEMICALS, 

(B) REGULATIONS RELATING TO ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMICALS, 

(C) NATIONAL PRESENTATIONS OF RELEVANT ENVIRONMENTAL 
DEVELOPMENTS, (D) FREONS IN THE ENVIRONMENT, (E) FUTURE 
ORIENTATION OF PROGRAM. US WAS REPRESENTED BY LOWELL 
MILLER EPA (VICE-CHAIRMAN). NEXT MEETING, DECEMBER 
10-12 1975. END SUMMARY. 

2. INTERNATIONAL SURVEY OF ASSESSMENT METHODS. THE 
INTERNATIONAL COORDINATORS FOR THIS MAJOR PROJECT MET ON 
MAY 28, AND DECIDED TO (A) MAINTAIN THE QUESTIONNAIRES 
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AS THEY ARE, DESPITE SHORTCOMINGS. NATIONAL COORDINATORS 
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WILL BE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONNAIRES, BY PERSONAL 
VISIT IF NECESSARY, TO CLARIFY ANY DOUBTFUL POINTS 
RAISED BY RECIPIENTS, (B) ACCELERATE PROGRESS, REQUIRING 
NATIONAL SUBMISSION BY JUNE 30, THEME TO INTERNATIONAL 
COORDINATORS BY SEPTEMBER 1. THE LATTER WILL MEET 
OCTOBER 9 TO FORMAT A JOINT DRAFT REPORT, FOR PRESEN- 
TATION TO CHEMICAL SECTOR GROUP AT DECEMBER 10-12 
MEETING. ABOVE PROCEDURE WAS APPROVED BY SECTOR GROUP. 

3. REGULATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMICALS, NR/ENV/75.2. 
MEMBER-COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE NOT YET PROVIDED IN- 
FORMATION (THIS INCLUDES US) ARE REQUESTED TO DO SO 
SOONEST. SECRETARIAT WILL REVISE NR/ENV/75.2 ACCORDING- 
LY, AND PREPARE BACKGROUND REPORT ON LEGAL SITUATION FOR 
DECEMBER 10-12 MEETING. 

4. NATIONAL PRESENTATIONS. NR/ENV/75.17 AND 
COMMITTEE ROOM DOCUMENT NO. 3. THE US, WITH CONSIDERABLE 
SUPPORT, EXPRESSED A DESIRE THAT THE INFORMAL EXCHANGE ON 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL DEVELOPMENTS BE NOT ONLY MAIN- 
TAINED, BUT ALSO AMPLIFIED TO SERVE MEMBER-COUNTRY 
OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR GIVING TIMELY ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS REGARDING FOREIGN ACTION ON SPECIFIC CHEMICALS. 
MEMBER-COUNTRIES WERE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE FURTHER IN- 
FORMATION TO UPDATE AND EXPAND WRITTEN PRESENTATIONS 
ALREADY RECEIVED. 

5. FREONS IN THE ENVIRONMENT. THIS SUBJECT WAS INTRO- 
DUCED BY THE CANADIAN MEMBER, WHOSE CONCERN WAS STRONGLY 
ECHOED BY THE US AND OTHER COUNTRIES, NOTABLY GERMANY, 
FRANCE, AND THE NETHERLANDS. DOUBT WAS EXPRESSED BY THE 
SECRETARIAT THAT THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE WOULD FIND 
TIME TO DISCUSS THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE AT ITS JUNE MEETING, 

AS THERE IS NO SPECIFIC ITEM ON ITS AGENDA. NEVERTHELESS 
UNDER PRESSURE FROM MEMBERS, THE SECRETARIAT AGREED TO 
TRANSMIT A REVISED VERSION OF THE CANADIAN BACKGROUND 
PAPER TO THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE, WITH A COVERING 
NOTE UNDERSCORING THE NEED FOR EARLY ATTENTION TO A 
SPECIFIC PROBLEM OF CONSIDERABLE URGENCY, WHERE OECD 
ACTION - AS FOR PCBS - WOULD BE SALUTORY. MISSION 
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SUGGESTS THAT DEPARTMENT DISCUSS MATTER WITH CANADIAN 
AUTHORITIES PRIOR TO JUNE 11-13 MEETING OF ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE POSITIONS AND LINE OF ACTION. 

MISSION FEELS THAT CANADIAN PAPER MAY NOT APPEAR 
OFFICIALLY IN TIME FOR JUNE 11-13 MEETING. THEREFORE, 

US SHOULD PRESS, OR SUPPORT CANADA IN PRESSING, FOR 
AUTHORIZATION TO SECRETARIAT TO EXPLORE FREON 
SITUATION IN MEMBER-COUNTRIES AS PRELIMINARY TO FULL 
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DISCUSSION AT ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE'S NOVEMBER 1975 
MEETING. 

6. FUTURE ORIENTATION OF PROGRAM, ENV(75)20. DIS- 
CUSSION OF THE FUTURE PROGRAM WAS INTRODUCED BY DEPUTY- 
DIRECTOR PRUD HOMME, WHO STATED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT 
COMMITTEE WAS ANXIOUS TO (A) HAVE MORE DIRECT CONTROL 
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OF THE SECTOR GROUP PROGRAMS’ WITH APPROVAL OF PROJECTS 
OVER A PERIOD OF ABOUT ONE YEAR FROM THE TIME OF THEIR 
PROPOSAL, (B) LIMIT THE CREATION OF SUB-GROUPS IN 
ORDER TO AVOID COSTLY PROLIFERATION OF PROGRAM 
ACTIVITIES. TO ACHIEVE THIS, THE SECRETARIAT 
PROPOSED A SO-CALLED "PROJECT" APPROACH, BASED ON 
DISCUSSION AT THE MARCH 1975 MEETING OF THE ENVIRON- 
MENT COMMITTEE, AND ON MEMBER-COUNTRY WORKING PAPERS 
SUBMITTED AT THAT TIME, AND SUBSEQUENTLY. PRUD'HOMME'S 
STATEMENT PRODUCED AN IMMEDIATE REACTION BY THE 
SECTOR GROUP. FOR THE US, MILLER EMPHASIZED THE 
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NEED FOR GIVING THE CHEMICAL SECTOR GROUP THE 
RESOURCES REQUIRED FOR CARRYING OUT A PROGRAM GROWING 
IN SIZE AND IMPORTANCE. HE QUESTIONED THE EFFICIENCY 
OF A "PROJECT" PROCEDURE THAT WOULD ENTAIL DELAYING 
ACTION ON URGENT MATTERS - SUCH AS THE FREON ISSUE - 
FOR ABOUT A YEAR. VERY STRONG SUPPORT WAS 
VOICED BY THE NETHERLANDS DELEGATION, (WHO CHALLENGED 
PRUD HOMME TO NAME ONE PROJECT THAT HAD NOT BEEN 
APPROVED BY THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE) AND BY THE 
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JAPANESE DELEGATION. WHO MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS 
COUNTRY WAS FIRMLY OPPOSED TO ANY ACTION THAT WOULD 
DECREASE THE ESTABLISHED EFFICIENCY OF THE CHEMICAL 
SECTOR GROUP. TO WHICH JAPAN ATTACHED HIGH IMPORTANCE. 
THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THESE STATEMENTS, 
AND SEVERAL MEMBERS REGISTERED THEIR LACK OF 
SYMPATHY WITH DISCUSSIONS OF PROCEDURE AND STRUCTURE 
WHILE SO MANY URGENT SUBSTANTIVE TASKS NEEDED THE 
ATTENTION OF THE GROUP. 

7. NEXT MEETING OF CHEMICAL SECTOR GROUP: 

DECEMBER 10-12, 1975. 

TURNER 
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